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What do we do?

® \Work to make Montessori principles and
practices available to more children

® 50 year goal to become a self regulating system
of education serving 5% of Australia’s children

® Support the natural development of the human
being from birth to maturity enabling children to
become the transforming elements of society
leading to a harmonious and peaceful world

® Lstablishment of MAF in 2007 marked a new era
for Montessori in Australia

Overview

® MAF and Montessori in Australia

® Historical and International Context
® Celebrating 100 Years in Australia

® \\Vhat is Montessori?

® |nfrastructure Development

® |nternational Work

® Montessori in Indigenous Communities




TN

Schools
Pre-schools

Childcare
Teachers Administrators
Children  Families
Parents o
Communities

SR MONTESSORS

e

PN LA 7ITEVEN QLD
S ASSOCIATION ?"‘—E‘.:'L ‘Montossorl
& OF AUSTRALIA P> Association

_—
)

.,“P_.

WIW MONTTALOM ALSSOTION

e

P )

Monletson Education
Association ol
outh Australia

AUSTRALIAN
MONTESSORI
socieTy

. Montessorn
! ﬂ Society of
A\ Westem

Austradia

Public
Education

Suppliers
Distributors

Entrepreneurial
Montessori

MONTESSOR!
TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION WA

Montessori in Australia

National Peak Body

(MONT[SSORI

National Charity Training Centres

I\ L IAN NTR
MONTESSORI A :‘Ig\w;gss(gp“ J
CHILDREN'S ' X
. STUDIES
FOUNDATION

AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION

N/

Montessori in Australia - Settings

103
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Preschools & Early Learning

Long Day Care

Independent Schools Public

210 Schools and Centres



Montessori in Australia - Age Range

MAF Board, Staff and Structure

Board Staff Positions
Christine Harrison Sandra Allen Office Manager

Pamela Nunn Alison Birdsall Office Assistant
210 Fran Reed Kay Boulden Government & Community Liaison
Pam Staton Roelie Hartwig Event Coordinator
Christine Harrison Government & Community Liaison
Amy Kirkham Programme Coordinator
Dana Joldic Accounts

Customer Service
Graphic Designer

Soula Lerantges
Terri Marzullo

Megan Tyne Executive Director
41 o
- ® Not an association of schools
* ® Self perpetuating board
Early Childhood Primary Secondary

® Service provision organisation with subscribers

® Affiliated to the international authority on Montessori education -
Association Montessori Internationale

MAF Committees Scope of Montessori

Prenatal Parent Education Consultative Group MQAC Thailand ) . )
Kay Boulden Susan Harris Evans  Chitra Achar ® Montessori Education from birth to 18 years
Sara Brady Amy Kirkham Sue Birdsall
Victoria Cerins Marshall Pamela Nunn Kannekar Butt ;
Katie Denzin Lesley Payne Pam Staton ¢ SChOOl and Centre based SErvices
Christine Harrison Maxine Swenson y : c
ol Hison Jenmy Willams ® raining and ongoing professional development
Pam Nunn MQAP Mentors . . .
Aleksandra Zajac Chitra Achar ® Parent support services including prenatal

Debra Avery National Curriculum .

Deirdre Carroll Bobbie Beasley educaJUOﬂ

Rebecca Dallam Sue Birdsall . .

Peter Erskine Rebecca Dallam ® Montessori for aged care and dementia

Naomi Stuckey Susan Feez
Research Advisory Group Chiray Fitton ® Religious education - Catechesis of the Good
Kay Boulden Karen Bennetts Susan Harris Evans
Nicky Chisnall Chiray Fitton Amy Kirkham Shepherd
Peter Erskine Elizabeth Goor ECEC Taskforce Ineke Oliver
Susan Feez Cathy France Christine Harrison Fran Reed | | H
Amy Kirkham Ineke Oliver Amy Kirkham Rhonda Sheehan ¢ SOC|a| reform and ad\/ocacy for rlghts Of the Chlld
Lesley Payne Fran Reed Barb Langford Steven Wallis

Jack Rice

® Montessori in Indigenous communities



Income Base
® School Centre subscription fee $46 per child per
annum
® )0 - 25 conferences and workshops each year
® Distribute Montessori materials
® Montessori books, DVDs and resources
® Publications and media

® Consulting services

MONTESSORI
AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION

Historical and International
Context
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The Discovery of
the Child

The Secret of
Childhood
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Il premio Nobel a Maria Montessori?
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22,000 Schoolsin 110

Angola
Argentina
Aruba

Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Bahrain
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Bermuda
Bhutan

Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil

Bulgaria
Cambodia
Canada
Caribbean
Cayman Islands
Chile

China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Dem. Rep. of Congo

Denmark
Dominican Republic
Dubai
Ecuador
Egypt

El Salvador
Estonia
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Ireland
Israel

Italy

Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Korea

Kuwait

Laos

Latvia
Lebanon
Liberia
Lithuania
Luxemburg
Macedonia
Malaysia
Malta
Mexico
Morocco
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Panama
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar

Countries

Romania

Russia

Saudi Arabia
Senegal

Serbia and Montenegro
Singapore

Slovakia

Slovenia

South Africa

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sweden

Switzerland

Taiwan

Tanzania

Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey

Uganda

Ukraine

United Arabic Emirates
United Kingdom
Uruguay

USA

Vietnam

Virgin Islands
Zimbabwe



Range of Montessori Schools

® Montessori independent schools

® Montessori child care centres

® Montessori public and charter schools
® Montessori Catholic Schools

® Montessori Jewish Schools

® Montessori Islamic Schools

® Montessori schools in refugee and IDP camps
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Koichiro Matsuura

tor Péace Educ;ﬂon I'or F’e.ace Education 2002

City Montessori School.
Lucknow iindia
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MONTESSORI
AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION

Celebrating 100 Years in
Australia

AUSTRALAN MONTESSORI
CENTENARY 1913 - 2018
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THE MONTESSORI WAY

“Children learn best in an atmosphere of
freedom and SELF-discipline.”

I'he great success Dr. Montessori had
with her slum children drew distine
guished educators and visitors  from
many parts of the world to the “Casa
dei Bambini”™ in the 1910s. Montessori
schools sprang up and flourished, but
too often the teacher-training was inade-
quate, The movement ran headlong
mto fixed educational concepts, and it
quickly withered

In the late 19505 interest in the
Montessori method began to revive in
the United States, sparked by new
research mnto the importance of early
childhood Jeaming and into better ways
of educating slam children.

Montessori schools have mushroomed
there sice, many orgamsed by groups
of parents in university communitics

dren. Her function s 10 prepare the
cnvuaonment whn ll " l‘hl'd can |0‘,)Hl,
to guide hix self-teaching

I'his might be a scene in 2 Montesson
classroom:

® Eric walks quietly around for a few
minutes, Then he pulls out a picce of
rug from a cubbyhole, spreads it on the
Noor, and packs up a set of numbér
rods. He begins to set up a problem in
subtraction. When he has arranged the
rods to his satisfaction, he gets sand
paper numerals and a minus sign to
tllustrate them.

® Jane, three and a half, has chosen
a “practical-life"  activity Using a
plastic jug, she dips water from a plastic

' lllll.'l;lll‘l' lll.'\fkl'l' “ll;fl‘ L} 1F.Il| water o~



- ﬁ Australian

Centenary Conference
8 & 9 June 2013
Canberra

Old Parliament House

Centenary Gala
Saturday night, 8 June 2013

Parliament House
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AUSTRALIA
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What is Montessori?

Fundamental Elements

® Developmental approach

® Fully articulated and integrated curriculum
® Multi-age groupings

® A special set of educational materials

® Freely chosen activities in long time blocks within a
prepared environment

® [nner motivation and purposeful work
® Collaboration between children
® [he absence of grades and tests

® |ndividual and small group instruction in both academic
and social skills

® Special training for educators

Montessori, isn't that where the children
are allowed to do whatever they want?

Montessori, they are so rigid. ..

Key Outcomes

® Emphasis on fostering the child’s independence

® Developing concentration and executive
functions

® Fostering creativity, innovation and self
motivation



L ® Parallel

e Different types of triangles

® Straight edged geometric
plane figures

e All are constructed from
triangles

. ® Area
® Preparation for geometry

® Sides, angles, lines,
midpoints, base, height,
vertex, bisect

® Equivalence

® Pythagoras Theorem

Validation Neuroscience, Thought Leaders

® Sir Ken Robinson (Creativity)
® Daniel Pink (Drive, A Whole New Mind)

® Adele Diamond (One of the founders of the
field of Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience

® | illard: Montessori children showed significantly
stronger Executive Functioning

| ®Discovery

® Independence

® Perseverance

® Repetition

¢ Concentration

. ®Patience

® Self Motivation
o Self Correction
® Problem Solving
® Creativity

® Joy of Learning
¢ Self Confidence

Drive by Daniel H. Pink, p. 182

"Many of the key tenets of a Montessori
education resonate with the principles of
Motivation 3.0 — that children naturally engage in
self-directed learning and independent study; that
teachers should act as observers and facilitators
of that learning, and not as lecturers or
commanders; and that children are naturally
inclined to experience periods of intense focus,
concentration, and flow that adults should do
their best not to interrupt.”



Harvard Business Review

"We also believe that the most innovative entrepreneurs
were very lucky to have been raised in an atmosphere
where inquisitiveness was encouraged. We were stuck by
the stories they told about being sustained by people who
cared about experimentation and exploration. Sometimes
these people were relatives, but sometimes they were
neighbours, teachers or other influential adults. A number of
the innovative entrepreneurs also went to Montessori
schools, where they learned to follow their curiosity. To
paraphrase the famous Apple ad campaign, innovators not
only learned early on to think different, they act different
(and even talk different)."

Famous Montessori Graduates

® Google - Sergey Brin, Larry Page
® \Wikipedia - Jimmy Wales
® Amazon - |eff Bezos

® Credit Montessori as contributing to their success

Harvard Business Review

"We also believe that the most innovative entrepreneurs
were very lucky to have been raised in an atmosphere
where inquisitiveness was encouraged. We were stuck by
the stories they told about being sustained by people who
cared about experimentation and exploration. Sometimes
these people were relatives, but sometimes they were
neighbours, teachers or other influential adults. A number of
the innovative entrepreneurs also went to Montessori
schools, where they learned to follow their curiosity. To
paraphrase the famous Apple ad campaign, innovators not
only learned early on to think different, they act different
(and even talk different).”




FOUR PLANES OF DEVELOPMENT
The Constructive Rhythm of Life

FIRST PFLANE SECOND FLANE THIRD FLANE FOUKRTH FLANR
INFANCY 6 CHILOHOOD 12 ADOLLSCLNCL 18 MATURITY

FIRST PLANE
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Independeonce: Eating

Frequently Asked
Questions about Eating
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THIRD PLANE

18
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MONTESSORI
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Religious Education

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd







MONTESSORI
AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
http://cgsaust.org.au

MONTESSORI
AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION

International Work

China










Launch of the
research project at
the Peoples’ Great
Hall Beijing

The Integration of
Montessori and
Chinese Culture

MONTESSORI
AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION

International Work
Thailand









Overall ability to choose correctly the associated
pictures in quantities, numerals, sequences, order,
contrast, shapes, tastes, smells, and logical thinking

Internal quality assurance was conducted by the
government evaluating 600 kindergarten children,
aged 5 years old:

300 children Montessori 200
300 children 6 Groups Activities Technique 150

100

250

" B Ma=ntessori

B Axtivities

50

B wriem Il arrren  defiarness Tolliarnrsd 101F ecnsmid 1315 eraeed



The scores on language development showed
Montessori children could write the names associated
to the picture correctly with the highest score of /-8

words (/8.3%) and every child could write. The

children who were developed by the 6 Group
Activities Techniques, 40.3 % scored at -2 words and
33 children could not write (I 1%).
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Infrastructure Development

® Montessori National Curriculum

MONTESSORI ® Montessori Early Years Learning Programme
AUSTRALIA
FOUNDATION ® Montessori Quality Assurance Programme

® Montessori Observation and Record Keeping

Infrastructure Development

Wl The Montessori Early Years
f Learning Programme

iaron v descripivelanguage and  eigtaned
sensoof avarenes iy bserv thei enironment

evelop concenration and o buid kil tatwil allow
them 1o ontite tosociety 1 an Indopendent and rosponsile mannor.

Montesson
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MO NTESSOR\

Montessori Quality Assurance Programme

® 4 quality areas
® )| quality standards

® 93 indicators/contra indicators mapped to NQS
elements

® Fach vear, participating schools/centres will need to
do a quality improvement plan for each quality area

® Fvery three years participate in mentor visit and
assessment

® Supportive process to assist schools/centres with
quality implementation

MONTESSORI
QUALITY ASSURANCE
PROGRAMME

s}
i

——

— : W

Montessori Quality Assurance Programme - Components

Quality Area 1: Montessori Prepared Adult

Quality Standard

Serve as role
models
MQ1.4

Indicators NQS
Adults model appropriate behaviour (voice, appearance) |4.3
Adults model grace and courtesy 4.3
5.1.1
5.3.2
Adults affirm the dignity of the child in all interactions 4.3
5.3.1
Adults work at child’s level 5.3.1
Adults model respect and other universal values and 4.3

virtues




Montessori Schools in Australia
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MONTESSORI
CHILDREN'S
FOUNDATION

Montessori Children’s Foundation
® Established July 2005

® [o raise funds and allocate them to projects that
support children through the Montessori approach

® [ndigenous and Remote Communities
® Pro Bono Law Firm - Corrs Chambers Westgarth
® Corporate Supporters

® Redlet, Virgin Blue selected MCF as one of its five
charities in their inaugural year
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¢ Torres Strait Islands
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