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Overview

•MAF and Montessori in Australia

•Historical and International Context

•Celebrating 100 Years in Australia

•What is Montessori?

•Infrastructure Development

•International Work

•Montessori in Indigenous Communities

What do we do?

•Work to make Montessori principles and 
practices available to more children

•50 year goal to become a self regulating system 
of education serving 15% of Australia’s children

•Support the natural development of the human 
being from birth to maturity enabling children to 
become the transforming elements of society 
leading to a harmonious and peaceful world

•Establishment of MAF in 2007 marked a new era 
for Montessori in Australia

Montessori Australia
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Montessori in Australia - Age Range
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MAF Board, Staff and Structure

•Not an association of schools

• Self perpetuating board

• Service provision organisation with subscribers

•Affiliated to the international authority on Montessori education - 
Association Montessori Internationale
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Chiray Fitton
Elizabeth Goor
Cathy France
Ineke Oliver
Fran Reed
Jack Rice

Research
Kay Boulden 
Nicky Chisnall
Peter Erskine
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Scope of Montessori

•Montessori Education from birth to 18 years

•School and Centre based services

•Training and ongoing professional development

•Parent support services including prenatal 
education

•Montessori for aged care and dementia

•Religious education - Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd

•Social reform and advocacy for rights of the child

•Montessori in Indigenous communities



Income Base

•School Centre subscription fee $46 per child per 
annum

•20 - 25 conferences and workshops each year

•Distribute Montessori materials

•Montessori books, DVDs and resources

•Publications and media

•Consulting services Historical and International 
Context



The Discovery of 
the Child

The Secret of 
Childhood
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22,000 Schools in 110 Countries
Angola
Argentina
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Bahrain
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Canada
Caribbean
Cayman Islands
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Dem. Rep. of Congo

Denmark
Dominican Republic
Dubai
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Estonia
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Korea

Kuwait
Laos
Latvia
Lebanon
Liberia
Lithuania
Luxemburg
Macedonia
Malaysia
Malta
Mexico
Morocco
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Panama
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar

Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia and Montenegro
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arabic Emirates
United Kingdom
Uruguay
USA
Vietnam
Virgin Islands
Zimbabwe



Range of Montessori Schools

•Montessori independent schools

•Montessori child care centres

•Montessori public and charter schools

•Montessori Catholic Schools

•Montessori Jewish Schools

•Montessori Islamic Schools

•Montessori schools in refugee and IDP camps







Celebrating 100 Years in 
Australia









Centenary Conference
8 & 9 June 2013
Canberra

Centenary Gala
Saturday night, 8 June 2013

Old Parliament House

Parliament House



What is Montessori?

Montessori, isn’t that where the children 
are allowed to do whatever they want?

Montessori, they are so rigid...

Fundamental Elements
•Developmental approach

•Fully articulated and integrated curriculum

•Multi-age groupings 

•A special set of educational materials

•Freely chosen activities in long time blocks within a 
prepared environment

•Inner motivation and purposeful work

•Collaboration between children

•The absence of grades and tests

•Individual and small group instruction in both academic 
and social skills

•Special training for educators

Key Outcomes

•Emphasis on fostering the child’s independence

•Developing concentration and executive 
functions

•Fostering creativity, innovation and self 
motivation



• Parallel

•Different types of triangles

• Straight edged geometric 
plane figures

• All are constructed from 
triangles

• Area

• Preparation for geometry

• Sides, angles, lines, 
midpoints, base, height, 
vertex, bisect

• Equivalence

• Pythagoras Theorem

•Discovery

•Independence

•Perseverance

•Repetition

•Concentration

•Patience

•Self Motivation

•Self Correction

•Problem Solving

•Creativity

•Joy of Learning

•Self Confidence

Validation Neuroscience, Thought Leaders

•Sir Ken Robinson (Creativity)

•Daniel Pink (Drive, A Whole New Mind)

•Adele Diamond (One of the founders of the 
field of Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience

•Lillard: Montessori children showed significantly 
stronger Executive Functioning

Drive by Daniel H. Pink, p. 182
"Many of the key tenets of a Montessori 
education resonate with the principles of 

Motivation 3.0 – that children naturally engage in 
self-directed learning and independent study; that 
teachers should act as observers and facilitators 

of that learning, and not as lecturers or 
commanders; and that children are naturally 

inclined to experience periods of intense focus, 
concentration, and flow that adults should do 

their best not to interrupt." 



 Harvard Business Review
"We also believe that the most innovative entrepreneurs 
were very lucky to have been raised in an atmosphere 

where inquisitiveness was encouraged. We were stuck by 
the stories they told about being sustained by people who 
cared about experimentation and exploration. Sometimes 

these people were relatives, but sometimes they were 
neighbours, teachers or other influential adults. A number of 

the innovative entrepreneurs also went to Montessori 
schools, where they learned to follow their curiosity. To 

paraphrase the famous Apple ad campaign, innovators not 
only learned early on to think different, they act different 

(and even talk different)." 

 Harvard Business Review
"We also believe that the most innovative entrepreneurs 
were very lucky to have been raised in an atmosphere 

where inquisitiveness was encouraged. We were stuck by 
the stories they told about being sustained by people who 
cared about experimentation and exploration. Sometimes 

these people were relatives, but sometimes they were 
neighbours, teachers or other influential adults. A number of 

the innovative entrepreneurs also went to Montessori 
schools, where they learned to follow their curiosity. To 
paraphrase the famous Apple ad campaign, innovators not 
only learned early on to think different, they act different 

(and even talk different)." 

Famous Montessori Graduates

•Google - Sergey Brin, Larry Page

•Wikipedia - Jimmy Wales

•Amazon - Jeff Bezos

•Credit Montessori as contributing to their success
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Religious Education

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd





Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

http://cgsaust.org.au

International Work

China





China



Launch of the 
research project at 
the Peoples’ Great 
Hall Beijing

The Integration of 
Montessori and 
Chinese Culture

International Work

Thailand







Internal quality assurance was conducted by the 
government evaluating 600 kindergarten children, 

aged 5 years old: 
300 children Montessori 

300 children 6 Groups Activities Technique

�

Overall ability to choose correctly the associated 
pictures in quantities, numerals, sequences, order, 
contrast, shapes, tastes, smells, and logical thinking



The scores on language development showed 
Montessori children could write the names associated 
to the picture correctly with the highest score of 7-8 

words (78.3%) and every child could write. The 
children who were developed by the 6 Group 

Activities Techniques, 40.3 % scored at 1-2 words and 
33 children could not write (11%). 

� Current AMI 3-6 Training Course Thailand



Infrastructure Development

Infrastructure Development

•Montessori National Curriculum

•Montessori Early Years Learning Programme

•Montessori Quality Assurance Programme

•Montessori Observation and Record Keeping

Practical Life

Sensorial

Numeracy

Social &Emotional

Numeracy

Literacy

Cultural

Literacy

Outdoor

Practical Life activities support the child in developing the essential  
skills to successfully deal with day to day experiences. Practical Life 

activities allow children to engage in meaningful tasks such as cleaning, 
food preparation, arranging flowers, gardening or caring for animals. 
Children can access child sized tools such as kitchen utensils, mops, 
sponges, sweeping brushes and watering cans that enable them to 
participate in the care of their classroom and outdoor environment. 
Practical Life activities assist children to refine and coordinate their 

movements, to develop concentration and to build skills that will allow 
them to contribute to society in an independent and responsible manner.

The outdoor environment is an extension of the indoor program where 
children interact with nature by taking responsibility for tending the garden, 

caring for the plants and trees and discovering the inter-relationship of 
plants and animals. Creative play spaces also provide opportunities for 

children to engage in the social and physical activity of free play.

The precisely crafted Sensorial materials provide the children with an 
opportunity to explore concepts of dimension, colour, shape, weight, volume, 

texture, scent, taste and sound. The materials encourage comparison, 
observation and problem solving. The lessons accompanying the Sensorial 

materials provide children with diverse descriptive language and a heightened 
sense of awareness to intelligently observe their environment.

Children in a Montessori classroom are encouraged to move  
freely from one activity to another based on their interest and  

self-motivation. Children can work alone, with a friend or as a participant  
in a group activity. Social etiquette and safe conduct form an essential 
component of a Montessori classroom. Respect is also a fundamental 

element of the Montessori philosophy and reciprocal respect is present in 
all of  the relationships within the classroom community.

Children in a Montessori environment are immersed in pre-literacy learning 
through a vast array of experiences with music, stories and sounds. The 

richness and beauty of language as an expression of emotion and as a form of 
communication is enhanced as children are exposed to quality literature and 

culturally diverse music and language. The Montessori philosophy encourages 
children to express their thoughts, feelings and ideas through verbal and written 

communication. Montessori materials extend on this experience by allowing 
children to master the foundations of written composition and reading.

In the context of a Montessori classroom the Cultural curriculum consists 
of the study of science, geography, botany, history, biology, art, music and 

multi-cultural society. Children make interesting discoveries about the 
world they live in. Lessons present factual information to help children 

to identify, name and classify the things around them. Understanding the 
inter-relationship of plants, animals and people enables children to gain 

respect for all living things and for their environment.

The Montessori Mathematics curriculum introduces children to the  
concepts of time, distance, dimension, currency and quantity.  An extensive 

array of materials are available throughout the classroom that reinforce 
the numerical hierarchy of zero to ten. As children work with the materials 
they gain a strong recognition of these numbers and their corresponding 

quantities. From this solid foundation the children are then introduced to much 
larger numbers and to the mathematical operations of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. The Montessori materials provide concrete 
representation of numerical value and this gives the children an ability to easily 

understand each concept before it is presented in its abstract form.

Children have 
a strong sense of 

identity

Children are 
connected with 

and contribute to 
their world

Children have 
a strong sense of 

wellbeing

Children are 
involved and 

confident learners

Children are 
effective 

communicators

Becoming

an active

and healthy

participant in

the care of our

environment

EYLF Outcome: 1, 2, 3

Communicating

through 

expressive  

and 

writte
n  

language

EYLF Outcome: 2, 4, 5

Understanding

the value of

the number

system

EYLF Outcome: 2, 4, 5

Discovering

the

wonderful

world we

live in

EYLF Outcome: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Preparing

the mind for

intelligent

observation

EYLF Outcome: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Preparing

the hands

and mind to

work toward

independent

thought and

action

EYLF Outcome: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Learning

to be

socially 

responsible

and  

competent

EYLF Outcome: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5



MONTESSORI
QUALITY ASSURANCE

PROGRAMME

Montessori Quality Assurance Programme

•4 quality areas

•21 quality standards

•93 indicators/contra indicators mapped to NQS 
elements

•Each year, participating schools/centres will need to 
do a quality improvement plan for each quality area

•Every three years participate in mentor visit and 
assessment

•Supportive process to assist schools/centres with 
quality implementation

Indicators and National Standards
Montessori Quality Assurance Programme - Components

Quality Standard Indicators NQS

Serve as role 
models
MQ1.4

Adults model appropriate behaviour (voice, appearance) 4.3Serve as role 
models
MQ1.4

Adults model grace and courtesy 4.3
5.1.1
5.3.2

Serve as role 
models
MQ1.4

Adults affirm the dignity of the child in all interactions 4.3
5.3.1

Serve as role 
models
MQ1.4

Adults work at child’s level 5.3.1

Serve as role 
models
MQ1.4

Adults model respect and other universal values and 
virtues

4.3

Quality Area 1: Montessori Prepared Adult



Montessori Quality Assurance Programme - Components

Standard / Indicators Goal and 
Priority

Strategies Evidence/
Deliverables

Target 
Date

Have Montessori 
qualifications for the levels 
they teach
MQ1.1

Undertake regular 
Montessori professional 
development
MQ1.2

Utilise observation as a 
key tool for reflection and 
programme planning
MQ1.3

Quality Improvement Plans





Montessori Children’s Foundation

•Established July 2005

•To raise funds and allocate them to projects that 
support children through the Montessori approach

•Indigenous and Remote Communities

•Pro Bono Law Firm - Corrs Chambers Westgarth

•Corporate Supporters

•RedJet, Virgin Blue selected MCF as one of its five 
charities in their inaugural year
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Strait Start
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Torres Strait Islands
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Torres Strait Islands
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